


































































































































































































































































































H10年 ○ ○ ○




H15年 ○ ○ ○
H16年 ○ ○
H17年




H22年 ○ ○ ○
H23年
（案） 

























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Trends in Japanese Corporate Income Tax since 1998 : 
Tax System for Corporate Group  
and Competitiveness under Globalization
Iwao  NAKAGAWA
　The corporation taxation system gives a significant influence on corporate management. 
The corporation taxation for corporate groups and enhancement of international 
competitiveness were taken as the important issues in the tax reforms since 1998.
　The corporate group taxation system　consists of the corporate reorganization taxation 
system and the consolidated tax return system.  Under the former system a new taxation 
system for the stock exchange and transfer was introduced in 1999.　The merger /　
corporate division taxation system was enacted in 2001.　In order to enhance these, the 
consolidated tax return system to unify the tax payment for both parent company and its 
subsidiaries was established in 2002. Furthermore, a new group taxation regime was 
introduced under the 2010 tax reform.
　The reduction of the corporate tax rate, the capital spending encouragement taxation 
system and the R&D promotion taxation system were introduced as the national policy to 
enhance the international competitiveness of the Japanese companies. The reduction of the 
corporate tax rate was carried out in 1998 and 1999 without the subsequent reduction to 
follow. As a result, the corporate tax rate in Japan has become high in the global standard. 
In order to break for the situation, reduction was planned in the 2011 tax reform bill. 
　The current high corporate tax rate in Japan increases the business costs of the 
companies, and it may cause the withdrawals of the major companies out of the country. It 
happens, the small and medium-sized enterprises will suffer from the major cutbacks of 
orders and it could even jeopardize the national economy. In order to avoid this scenario, it 
is imperative to enhance the competitiveness of the domestic companies in the global 
market by making a further reduction of the corporate tax rate along with the introduction 
to a taxation system to promote the small and medium-sized enterprises.
